
STAGE 4Unit focus: Ancient Rome
Text focus: Information Text

The Ancient Romans had lots of gods. These gods were 
used	to	insti	l	morals	and	give	people	a	sense	of	pride.	Some	
Roman gods were borrowed from the Ancient Greeks, but 
some	were	original.	Let’s	look	at	some	of	the	most	popular.

GODS

ROMAN
GODS

Jupiter	was	the	king	of	the	
Roman gods.

JUPITER

Nepture	was	the	angry	god	of	
the sea.

NEPTUNE

Pluto guarded the underworld.
PLUTO

Apollo	was	the	Roman	god	of	the	sun,	music	
and truth, amongst lots of other things.

APOLLO

The	month	of	March	is	named	a�	er	
Mars, the god of war.

MARS

Cupid	is	the	famous	God	of	Love.
CUPID

Saturn	was	the	god	of	ti	me,	
money	and	farming.

SATURN

Mercury	was	the	god	of	poetry	who	
guided souls to Pluto.

MERCURY
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A�	er	Julius	Caesar	was	murdered,	Rome	became	an	empire.	
Over	the	years,	many	emperors	ruled,	some	for	longer	than	
others.	These	are	the	top	10,	longest	ruling	emperors	in	the	
Roman	empire.	

EMPERORS
The	Roman	empire	grew	for	hundreds	of	
years.	At	its	peak,	there	were	between	
70	and	100	million	citi	zens	under	Roman	
rule.

POPULATION

Owning	slaves	was	legal	in	Ancient	
Rome.	Lots	of	the	horrible,	day-to-day	
work	was	done	by	slave	labour.

SLAVERY

35%
At	the	height	of	its	power,	35%	of	all	
people	in	the	city	of	Rome	were	slaves.

Ancient Rome

= 1 million people
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RETRIEVAL FOCUS
1.	What did the Romans use to give people a sense of pride?

2.	Who was the god of poetry?

3.	What percentage of the population were slaves when Rome was strongest?

4.	For how long did Caracalla reign?

5.	What work was done by the slaves?

VIPERS QUESTIONS
V What does the word “instil” mean?

S Which emperor reigned for the third longest?

V What does the phrase “at its peak” mean?

S What do the names of most of the Gods have in common with the modern age?

E Why has the author used the visual chart to show how long emperors ruled for?


